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Syllabus
Course: DO690 W1 (JA 2009)
Title: John Wesley's Theology for Today
Hours: 2.00 - 3.00
Published: Yes, on 11/25/2008
Prerequisites:
None
Department: Doctrine
Faculty: Dr. Al Coppedge
Email: allan.coppedge@asburyseminary.edu
Office: AD
SPO: 945
Meetings:
During 01/05/2009 to 01/09/2009 on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday from 9:00a to 4:30p in AD306.
Maximum Registration: 45
Catalog Description: This course focuses upon the distinct theological contributions of
John Wesley to the larger Christian tradition. It integrates theology and the practice of
ministry by showing the impact of Wesley's theology on his ministry and indicating the
relevance of the Wesleyan model for the contemporary church. ST501 is a
recommended preparatory course.
Objectives:
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PURPOSE
A study of the theological doctrines  and opinions  of John Wesley and the origin of
Methodism as a vigorous  reaffirmation of the evangelical faith of Christendom.  The
development of the doctrinal position of Wesley is studied with reference to his  life,
work,  religious  experience,  and the Evangelical Revival in England in the eighteenth
century.  This  heritage is  studied in order that it may be critically and appropriately
explained and communicated.
 
LEARNING GOALS
 
1. To provide an introduction to the theology and thought patterns of John
Wesley in the following areas:
 
Prevenient grace and sin; Universal atonement and transforming grace;
Justification and regeneration; Sanctification and Christian perfection;
Christian life and means of grace; Doctrine of God the Father; Doctrines
of Grace; Predestination; Religious Authority:  Pluralism and the Bible.
 
2. To offer an analysis of the background factors that influenced Wesley's life
and thought.
 
3. To introduce the life of Wesley and his influence in shaping eighteenth-
century Methodism.
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4. To understand how Methodism is a part  of the larger Christian Church
and where it contributes to it, especially in the areas of theology and the
practice of the Christian life.
 
5. To see some historical models of the transforming power of grace in the
application of Biblical truth to individual lives, the Church and society.
 
6. To recognize the practical implications of the theological ideas.
 
7. To understand the positive and negative lessons from the rise of
Methodism and personal lives, the collected body of believers, and the
culture at large.
 
8. To be able from within this heritage to address the theological issues that
confront the church and the world today.  This goal will be accomplished
primarily through lecture and discussion in class.
9. The global impact of Wesley's theology and methods of ministry.
 
REQUIREMENTS
 
  I.   STUDY ASSIGNMENTS
           
 A. Reading and summarizing of assignments as indicated in the syllabus.
 
 B. A collateral chart (included in syllabus) is to be kept which should
include a record of the number of hours spent reading, summarizing
and taking notes.  The number of hours studied will determine the
grade options available to the student for the entire course.  .         
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  II.      FINAL EXAMINATION
 
The final exam will cover the reading assignments and class presentation.  It should be
returned or postmarked by January 30.  Other arrangements  can be made with the
professor. 
 
 
 III.    ATTENDANCE
 
Due to the intense nature of the class, the student is expected to be at all class
sessions.
 
 
 
 
 IV.     TEXTBOOKS
 
 A. Required:
    John Wesley, Wesley's Fifty-two Standard Sermons, ed. N.
Burwash.
              (Other editions are acceptable)
    ___________, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection.
    Kenneth Collins, The Theology of John Wesley.
    Harold Lindstrom, Wesley and Sanctification.
    Kenneth Collins, John Wesley, A Theological Journey.
 
 B. Recommended:
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    Allan Coppedge, Shaping the Wesleyan Message: John Wesley in
Theological
          Debate.
 
 C. Requested:
     The Holy Bible in class.  (English Standard Version
recommended) Please bring
            a hard copy to class of both testaments.
 
 
 
 
READING SCHEDULE
 
 
SUMMARIES:  Two thirds of the summary (2 pages) should be on what Wesley thought
on the subject.  One third should be your evaluation (1 page) of his position.  Your
evaluation might include issues such as, Is it biblical?  Does it fit coherently with the
rest of his theology?  What are the practical implications?  What are strengths?  What
are  limitations  or  weaknesses?.  In  your  syllabus  is  a  guide  to  taking  notes  from
Wesley: A Plain Account of Christian Perfection
 
AS MANY OF THE REQUIRED READINGS AS POSSIBLE SHOULD BE DONE
BEFORE CLASS BEGINS.  The professor recommends Collins' John Wesley, A
Theological Journey as the first thing to be read to give the student a background on
Wesley.
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**BACKGROUND**
 
 
Read for Summary:   (Required)
 
Collins, Kenneth,  The Theology of John Wesley,  Introduction, pp. 1-18. 
Chapter 2: Convincing Grace, pp. 47-68.
Wainwright,  "Methodism and the Apostolic Faith,"  What Methodists Should
Teach, ed., Douglas
Meeks.
                Collins, Kenneth,  John Wesley: A Theological Journey.
 
Read only:    (Recommended as hours permit)
 
            Oden, Thomas,  Scriptural Christianity, pp. 19-27.
 
            Summary Focus:  What are major influences on Wesley's life and
thought?
 
 
 
 
**BACKGROUND**
 
Read for Summary:   (Required)
 
            Wesley, John,  Standard Sermons, Sermon I, "Salvation by Faith," Sermon II,
"The Almost
Christian."
            Wesley, John,  Works, VIII, "The Principles of a Methodist."
            Collins, Kenneth,  The Theology of John Wesley, Chapter 5: Justification,  pp.
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155-193.
            Wesley,  Sermons, III, "Awake, thou that sleepest."  Charles Wesley.
            Collins,  The Theology of John Wesley, Chapter 3: Jesus Christ, pp. 87-120.
 
            Summary Focus:  Wesley's Doctrine of Faith    
 
 
 
 
           
**JUSTIFICATION/NEW BIRTH**
 
Read for Summary:   (Required)
           
Wesley, Standard Sermons, Sermons V, "Justification by Faith," XIX, "The Great
Privilege of
those  that are Born of God," ZLV, "The New Birth."
Collins,  The Theology of John Wesley, Chapter 6: The New Birth, pp. 195-235.
 
Wesley,  Sermons, VI, "The Righteousness of Faith," VII, "The Way to the
Kingdom," XVIII,
"The Marks of the New Birth."
 
            Summary Focus:  Wesley's Doctrine of Salvation
 
Read :   (as time permits)                                                     
 
Wesley, John,  The Journal of John Wesley, Standard Edition, Vol, II, pp.
121-137, 156-58,
            167-88.
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            Schmidt, Martin,  John Wesley, Vol. I, Chapter 7, "The Conversion."
 
 
 
**WITNESS OF SPIRIT/ASSURANCE**
 
Read for Summary:   (Required)
 
            Wesley,  Standard Sermons, Sermon X, "The Witness of the Spirit, I."
            Wesley, John,  Works, VIII, A Farther Appeal, Part I, Section, I, Sub-section
1-6.
Collins,  The Theology of John Wesley, pp. 121-143.
Wesley,  Sermons, XI, "The Witness of the Spirit, II" XII, "The Witness of our
Own Spirit."
Wesley,  Works, VI, Sermon, LXXXVI, "A Call to Backsliders."
Summary Focus:  Wesley's Doctrine of Assurance
 
 
**DOCTRINE OF GOD**
 
Read for Summary:   (Required)
 
            Wainwright, Geoffrey,  "Wesley's Trinitarian Hermeneutics,"  Wesley Theological
Journal,
Vol 35, No. 1, (Spring, 2001), pp. 7-30.
Wesley,  Works, VI, Sermon LXVII, "On Divine Providence."
            Coppedge, Allan,  Shaping the Wesleyan Message, pp. 101-108.
Wesley,  Works, Vol. VI: Sermons LV, "On the Trinity," LIV, "On Eternity," LVI,
"God's
Approbation of His Works," LXVIII, "The Wisdom of God's Counsel;"
Sermon LXXVII, "Spiritual Worship," Vol. VII: Sermons CXI, "On the
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Omnipresence
of God," CXIV, "The Unity of the Divine Being."
 
Read:   (as time permits)
 
Collins,  The Theology of John Wesley, pp. 143-149, 19-43.
Wesley, Sermons, Sermon XV, "The Great Assize."
Summary Focus:  Wesley's Trinitarian Doctrine of God
 
 
 
**SIN AND PREVENIENT GRACE**
 
 
 
Read for Summary:   (Required)
 
            Wesley,  Sermons, Sermon XLIV, "Original Sin."
            Lindstrom, Harold,  Wesley and Sanctification, pp. 19-50.
Wood,  Burning Heart, Chapter XXI, "The Loathsome Leprosy," XXV, "The Wrath
to Come."
Collins,  The Theology of John Wesley, Chapter 2, pp 49-82.
First Summary Focus:  Wesley's Doctrine of Sin
 
Read:  (as time permits):
 
            Wesley,  Works, VI, Sermon 85, "On Working Out Your Salvation."
 
            Second Summary Focus:  Wesley's Anthropology
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**SANCTIFICATION**
 
 
Read for Summary:     (Required)
 
            Wesley,  Sermons, Sermons XIII, "On Sin in Believers," XIV, "The Repentance
of Believers,"
XL, "Christian Perfection," XLIII, "The Scripture Way of Salvation."
Lindstrom,  Sanctification, pp. 126-160.
Wesley,  Sermons, XVII, "The Circumcision of the Heart."
 
Read:  (as time permits)
 
Coppedge,  The Promise of Something More.
Collins,  The Theology of John Wesley, Chapter 8: Entire Sanctification, pp.
279-307.
Wood,  Burning Heart, Chapter XXIV, "The Grand Depositum."
 
 
 
**CHRISTIAN PERFECTION**
 
 
 
Read for Summary:     (Required)
 
Wesley,  A Plain Account of Christian Perfection.  Use study guide in syllabus.
Lindstrom,  Sanctification, pp. 126-160.
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Wesley,  Works VI, Sermons LXXVI, "On Perfection," and LXXXIII, "On Patience."
           
            Summary Focus for two sections:  Wesley's Doctrine of
Sanctification
 
 
 
 
 
 
**PASTORAL THEOLOGY**
 
 
Read for Summary:     (Required)
 
Wesley,  Works, VIII:
                        "A Plain Account of the People Called Methodist."
                        "Nature, Design, and General Rules of the United Societies."
                        "Rules of the Band-Societies."
                        "Directions Given to the Band-Societies."
            Schmidt, Martin,  John Wesley: A Theological Biography, Vol. 2, Part 1, Chapter
3, "John
Wesley as Organizer of the Methodist Movement."           
                                                                                                                             
Read:   (as time permits)                                                                  
 
Wesley,  Sermons, XLVI, "The Wilderness State," XLVII, "\Heaviness through
Manifold
Temptations," XLI, "Wandering Thoughts," XLII, "Satan's Devices.
            Wesley,  Works, VIII: "Minutes of Several Conversations between Wesley and
Others." 
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(Large minutes)
            "Advice to the People Called Methodists."
 
            Summary Focus:  What theological issues shape/influence
Wesley's pastoral ministry?
 
 
 
**THE CHURCH AND MINISTRY**
 
 
Read for Summary:     (Required)
 
              Wesley,  Sermons, XVI, "The Means of Grace," XXXIV, "The Original, Nature,
Property,
and Use of the Law."
            Wesley,  Works VII, Sermon CXV, "The Ministerial Office," XCVII, "On
Obedience to
Pastors," LXXIV, "Of the Church."
            Wesley,  Works, "Communion," VII, pp. 147-157, "Baptism," X, pp. 189-201.
 
 
Read:   (as time permits)
 
            Collins,  The Theology of John Wesley, Chapter 7: The Church, pp. 237-270.
 
            Summary Focus:  Wesley's Doctrine of the Church
 
 
 
**PREDESTINATION**
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Read for Summary:     (Required)
 
Wesley,  Works, Vol, VI, Sermon LVIII, "On Predestination," Vol. VII, Sermon
CXXVIII,
"Free Grace."
Lindstrom,  Wesley and Sanctification, pp. 64-75.
Coppedge,  Shaping the Wesleyan Message, pp. 108-118.
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
**PREDESTINATION AND AUTHORITY**
 
Read for Summary:    (Required)
 
            Wesley,  Sermons, Sermon XX, "The Lord Our Righteousness."
            Wesley,  Works, Vol. X, "Predestination Calmly Considered,"  "What is an
Arminian?"
            Wesley,  Works, X, "A Blow at the Root."                                                 
 
Read:   (as time permits)                                                                 
            Coppedge,  Shaping the Wesleyan Message, pp. 221-226.
 
            Summary Focus for two sections:  Wesley's Doctrine of
Predestination
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**PLURALISM/DOCTRINAL STANDARDS**
 
Read for Summary:    (Required)
 
            Wesley,  Sermons,  Sermon XXXIX, "Catholic Spirit."
            Coppedge, Allan, "How Wesleyan's Do Theology,"  Doing Theology in Today's
World, ed.
John Woodbridge and Thomas McComisky, pp. 267-289.  If this has been
read in DO501, then read: Coppedge, Allan, "John Wesley and the Issue of
Authority in Theological Pluralism"  A Specturn of Thought, ed., Michael
Peterson..
            Wesley,  Sermons, Introduction to Edition by N. Burwash, pp. V-XVIII; Sermon
XXXVI, "The
Law Established Through Faith, II;" Sermon XXXVII, "The Nature of
Enthusiasm."
Williams,  Wesley's Theology, Chapter I, "The Catholic Spirit: Doctrine and
Opinion."
 
Read:   (as time permits)
 
            Oden,  Doctrinal Standards in the Wesleyan Tradition,  pp. 15-68.
 
            Summary Focus:  Wesley's understanding of pluralism in relation
to authority in
                                            theological matters.
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Online Section Descriptions and Communication
Guidelines
 
The Virtual Classroom is built upon the open-source Moodle platform. By logging into
http://one.asburyseminary.edu and clicking on the Virtual Campus tab (upper right
corner) you will have access to this course and be able to collaborate with participant-
colleagues and me throughout the course. The following are functions with which you
should familiarize yourself:
 
1.      The Course Information Center contains many features to be used throughout
the semester:
 
a)      Course News and Announcements, where I will post items important
for the entire class;
 
b)      Syllabus, where a copy of the syllabus is provided;
 
AIS - Syllabus https://student.asburyseminary.edu/cgi-bin/public/syllabus.cgi?sectionNu...
16 of 27 6/8/2009 12:44 PM
c)      To Professor, which is a way for you to post a message directly to me
and we can discuss an issue privately;
 
d)      Course Questions, which is a public forum where you can publicly post
any questions you have regarding the course so others may see your
message and respond.  Anytime you have a question or comment about the
course, the schedule, the assignments, or anything else that may be of
interest to other participants and me you should post it to the Course
Questions Forum;
 
e)      Prayer Forum, which is a public forum where you can post prayer
concerns and praises for all to see.  This is a way for us to build
community;
 
f)        Open Forum, which is a public forum where you can post anything that is
not course-related for all to see.  Examples include someone getting
married, an upcoming birthday, discussions on topics not course-related,
etc.  This is a way for us to build community.
2.      Modules, which are located below the Course Information Center, will contain
forums where group discussions will take place, documents or other files to
download or view online, and assignment links where you will post your
assignments to me.  Modules will be clearly labeled so you can follow along during
the semester.
 
 
Virtual Support Contact Information
 
For technical support, library research support, library loans, and Virtual
media contact Information Commons: Info_Commons@asburyseminary.edu Phone: (859)
858-2233; Toll-free: (866) 454-2733
 
For general questions and administrative assistance regarding the Virtual
program, contact Dale Hale: ExL_Office@asburyseminary.edu  Phone: (859) 858-2393
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Accessing Information Commons Materials
 
1. General Questions:
    a. The Information Commons is a "one-stop shop" for all student research,
circulation and technical needs.  The Information Commons hours are posted here:
http://www.asburyseminary.edu/information/hours.htm
 
2. Materials Requests:
    a. To search the library catalog for available materials, click here:
 http://www.asburyseminary.edu/information/index.htm
 
    b. Virtual Students may request books, photocopies or emailed attachments of
journal articles/portions of reference books from Asbury Seminary's Library. Please
allow 3-10 business days for all requests to be filled. Contact the Information Commons
for costs and instructions on how to make requests.
 
    c. Virtual students are encouraged to make use of local library resources. Students
who live within a 50 mile radius of either the Florida or the Kentucky campus should
come to campus to obtain their materials.
 
3. Research Questions:
    a. Virtual students are encouraged to contact the Information Commons for research
assistance including help determining the best sources to use for a paper, finding book
reviews, or research questions about using the online databases or any other library
materials.
 
4. Online Databases:
    a. To access the online library resources including the library catalog and full-text
journal databases, go to http://www.asburyseminary.edu/information/index.htm and enter your
10-digit student ID# number in the login box. Your student ID# is provided on the
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biographical information section of the student registration webpage. Add a 2 and
enough 0's to the front to make a 10-digit number (20000XXXXX where XXXXX = your
student id).
 
 
Copyright Policies
 
The copyright law of the United States (title 17, United States Code) governs the
making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain
conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a
photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specific conditions is that the photocopy
or reproduction is not to be "used for any purpose other than private study,
scholarship, or research." If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or
reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," that user may be liable for copyright
infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in
its judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law.
 
Virtual Media Copyright Information
 
By the using this material, you are consenting to abide by this copyright policy.  Any
duplication, reproduction, or modification of this material without express written
consent from Asbury Theological Seminary and/or the original publisher is prohibited.
 
 
A Plain Account of Christian Perfection
John Wesley
Study guide
 
 
 
Introduction:
As you read through Wesley's work on Christian perfection/entire sanctification, you will
discover he has given us quite a combination of materials related to this subject.  Most
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of  these  were  shorter  writings  of  Wesley  done  on  other  occasions.  He  put  them
together in this total package without rewriting them.  That accounts for the duplication
you will find in this work.  It may be helpful in trying to get a simple yes or no, or short
answer to the question.  Take enough notes that you can fully address the issue from
Wesley's perspective and keep a record of your page numbers for your answer should
you desire to use these materials in some other way.
 
 
 
 1. List  the  major  terms  Wesley  uses  for  Christian  perfection/entire
sanctification.  When  you  are  finished,  indicate  three  or  four  of  these
Wesley uses most often.
 2. List the Scripture passages he uses under each term or phrase for this
doctrine.
 3. List  the  ways  Wesley  describes  a  person  who  has  experienced  entire
sanctification, i.e., what is characteristic of their lives, attitudes, etc.
 4. In what sense may a Christian not be perfect?
 5. In what sense may a Christian be perfect?
 6. How is perfection related to mistakes, infirmities, temptations?
 7. When does this experience happen?
 8. Is it an instantaneous experience or gradual?
 9. How does Wesley relate these two things?
10. How does Wesley describe sin?  Note the difference between sin, properly
so called, and sin, improperly so called.
11. Should one give testimony to  this  experience?  If so,  why and in what
manner?
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12. What is the evidence one would have to know that he had this experience?
13. What is the condition for receiving this experience?  How does one seek it?
14. Can you lose this experience?  Regain it?
15. What  are  the  advices  Wesley  gives  to  avoid  enthusiasm/fanaticism
/extremism, especially regarding this teaching?
16. How does Wesley counsel dealing with subjective experiences like dreams,
visions, impressions, etc.?
17. Summarize Wesley's doctrine of Christian perfection.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRONICLE OF PRINCIPLE EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF JOHN WESLEY
 
 
 
1703 Born June 17 at Epworth, England, son of Samuel and Susannah Wesley,
15th of 19 children (nine died in infancy).
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1707 Charles Wesley born.
1709 Feb. 9, saved from the fire, "plucked as a brand from the burning." (Cf. Amos
4:11, ch 3.2)
1714 Jan. 28, pupil at Charterhouse, London, 10 ½ yrs. old, there 5 yrs.
1720 June 24, enters a Christ Church, Oxford; spent 5 yrs. there.
1725 Sept. 19, ordained deacon.
1726 March 17, elected fellow of Lincoln College.
1728 Ordained priest in the Church of England.
1729 Name "Methodist: given on account of the "regularity of their behavior."
1730 "The Holy Club."
1733 Jan. 1, Sermon, "The Circumcision of the Heart" preached at Oxford.  First
printed production,
"A Collection of Forms of Prayer for every day in the Week."
1735 Oct. 1, Wesley sails for Georgia.  (April 25, his father's death).
1736 Feb 5, reaches America.  Aug. 11, Charles Wesley leaves Georgia.
1737 Dec 2, John leaves Savannah.
1738 Feb. 1, lands in England.  First Hymn Book published.
May 21, Charles Wesley's evangelical conversion.
May 24, John Wesley's evangelical conversion.
1739 May 2, Wesley becomes an outdoor preacher, i.e., field-preaching in Bristol.
Nov. 11, preaches in the Foundery, first Methodist meeting-house in London.
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1740 Wesley withdraws from the Fetter Sane Society (Moravians) First Methodist
Society founded on July 23.   Wesley and Whitefield separate over doctrine of
election.
1741 The first Methodist newspaper entitled "The Weekly History."
1742 Wesley and Whitefield re-united.  Formation of Methodist Classes.  June 6,
preaches on his father's tombstone.  July 30, death of Susannah Wesley.
1743 Writes "An Earnest Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion."
1744 June 25, First conference of Methodists.  Aug. 24, his last University sermon
at Oxford on "Scriptural Christianity."  (Approximately 176 Scrip. verses
woven in sermon ).
1746 Wesley's first volume of sermons.  Reads King's Account of the Primitive
Church."
1747 First visit to Ireland; Methodism begins there.
1749 April 8, marriage of Charles Wesley; Oct. 3, Grace Murray marries John
Bennet.
1751 Wesley marries Mrs. Vazeille, Feb. 18, April, first visit to Scotland.
1755 Jan., published Explanatory Notes Upon the N.T. which he had begun in Jan.
1754.  May 6-8, Question of Separation from the Church discussed at Leeds.
1756 Publishes "A Treatise on Baptism" written by his father.
1758 March 10, Assize Sermon at Bedford.
1759 "Thoughts on Christian Perfection," a 30-page publication.
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1763 Published tract entitled "Farther Thoughts upon Christian Perfection."  March
28, the "Sermon on Sin in Believers."  Model Deed issued concerning
Preaching Houses.
1765 April 25, Preface to Explanatory Notes on the O.T.; last page date. Dec. 24,
1766.  Published "The Scripture Way of Salvation" and "The Lord our
Righteousness."
1766 "A Plain Account of Christian Perfection" (Last revision in 1777).
1767 April 4, wrote sermon on "The Witness of the Spirit" Discourse II.
1768 April 27, Wesley makes a Will.  August 24, Trevecca College opened.
1770 Sept. 30, Death of George Whitefield; Nov. 18, Wesley preaches funeral
sermon.
1771 Jan. 23, Mrs. Wesley leaves him.  Sept 4, Francis Asbury sails for America. 
Wesley issues the first five volumes of his collected works.
1775 A Calm Address to our American Colonies published.  April 27, death of Peter
Boehle.
1778 Jan 1, first number of Arminian Magazine; Nov. 1, opening of City Road
Chapel.
1781 Oct. 8, death of Mrs. Wesley.
1782 Aug. Adam Clarke at Kingswood School.
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1784 Feb 28, Deed of Declaration executed.  Sep. 1-2, Ordinations for America. 
Dec. 25-7, Francis ordained and set apart as General Supt. for America.
1786 Sept. 24, Dr. Coke sails with three missionaries.
Sept.- Nov., writing John Fletcher's Life (Fletcher died Aug. 14, 1785).
1788 March 29, death of Charles Wesley; burial on April 5 in Marylebone. 
Ordination for England 
1790 His revised Translation of the New Testament published, his last important
publication. July 27, Wesley's last Conference, in Bristol; July 30, letter to
Wm. Wilberforce; Oct 6, last open-air sermon; Oct 24, last Journal entry.
1791 Feb. 1 last letter to America; Feb 22, last Sermon, at Leatherhead; last entry
in his Diary; Feb. 24, Last letter, to Wilberforce; Feb. 25, returns to City
Road; March 2, dies at City Road at 10 a.m.; March 9, buried at City Road.
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